Exposure to Mycobacterium tuberculosis (MTB) in a renal transplant candidate: what further preoperative screening tests are available?
Despite negative preoperative screening for MTB, a renal candidate demonstrated active tuberculous lymphadenitis (TL) in a deep iliac node intraoperatively during living related renal transplantation. With intraoperative discovery of TL, both donor nephrectomy and renal transplant were aborted. The authors present this case of TL to discuss whether additional preoperative screening tests are available to document previous exposure to MTB in a renal transplant candidate. The diagnosis and treatment of MTB in patients on routine hemodialysis are reviewed. The authors review the operative case to emphasize that critical intraoperative measures must be taken to minimize operative and postoperative morbidity in the donor and recipient. Finally, the literature for current antibiotic regimens in the treatment of TL is reviewed.